Mourning Chorus (Phoenix) Sal Higgens
27 June - 7 July 2012

1. untitled self (hanging)

950 x 1200 mm

mixed media and oil on canvas
$2,500

2. untitled self (curled up)

500 x 600 mm

mixed media and oil on canvas
$1,100

3. tumbling up

1215 x 1910 mm

mixed media and oil on canvas
$5,400

4. untitled self (reclining)
500 x 600 mm

oil on canvas

$1,100

5. untitled self (resting H)
550 x 700 mm

oil on canvas

$1,300

6. soul food

1210 x 1860 mm

mixed media and oil on canvas
$5,400

7. untitied self (head)

360 x 380 mm

mixed media and oil on canvas
$900

8. see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil
diptych 2915 x 1220 mm

mixed media and oil on canvas

$7,500

9. untitled self (pair)
950 x 1200 mm

oil on canvas
$2,500

10. birdman sleeping (I)

300 x 170 x 100 mm, approx
bronze

$4,500

11. birdman sleeping (I1)
300 x 170 x 100 mm, approx
bronze

$4,500
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Artist Statement

The bird as a symbol of the human soul can be traced back through art history to Ancient Egypt.
3,000 years ago the Egyptian hieroglyph Ba represented the non-physical personality of a person,
what we today refer to as the soul. The Ba was the spiritual aspect of the human being that
survived, or came into being, after death.

Today, in an era post the declaration of * the death of painting” the soul of painting lives on. If
painting is dead, long live the spirit of painting. Here the human headed bird symbolizes the soul,
a butchered spirit. | am interested in depicting the soul as its own fleshy being. The soul laid bare,
naked as a slab of meat. The chicken and the painter morphed. This is my lament, my Mouming
Chorus.

About the work
Higgens' work captures the raw squeal of humanity, peppered with all the poignant beauty our
condition has to offer.

Her skiffful paintings are exquisitely considered, yet embrace all the raw energy, authenticity and
freedom of the sketch.

Higgens’ unique palate and cutting dark humour make for visually magnetic and inteliectually
compelling pieces. For me, Sal's works have a subtle genius and visceral bite, not soon forgotten.
Shelley Hargis, Gallery Director, Auckland
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